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Overview 
• Who is NAWG

• What is the Farm Bill  

• Current state of play and NAWG’s priorities

• How can the industry advance wheat fiber in 

a future farm bill

• Existing nutritional incentives in the farm bill 

(and other places)

• The prospects and process to securing 

changes in a future farm bill



NAWG Overview

• NAWG is the primary representative in 

Washington D.C. for wheat growers, 

working to ensure a better future for 

America’s growers, the industry and the 

general public.

• NAWG works with a team of 20 state 

wheat grower organizations to benefit the 

wheat industry at state and national levels.

• Our mission is “uniting wheat farmers to 

promote policy efforts that create an 

environment that is conducive to the 

success of wheat farming in the United 

States.”



What is the Farm Bill ? 
• The farm bill is an omnibus, multi-year law that 

consists of twelve titles – commodity programs, 

conservation, nutrition, research, crop insurance, 

energy, forestry, etc. 

• The omnibus nature helps create a broad 

coalition for policies that individually might not 

have projection and support in Congress. 

• Farm bills have both a 5-year and 10-year budget 

projection and include both mandatory and 

discretionary spending categories. 

• The 2018 farm bill was extended through Sept. 30 

and has not been extended to date. 
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Policy Setting 

● NAWG Priorities 
○ Protect and Enhance Crop Insurance 
○ Securing a MEANINGFUL PLC Reference Price Increase [Currently $5.50]
○ Trade Title – Doubling Funding for MAP/FMD [Currently funded at 

$200m and $34.5m respectively]
○ Conservation 

■ Continuing support for conservation financial and technical 
assistance resources

■ Keeping programs voluntary and recognizing the different 
production systems in wheat country

■ Opposing increased conservation compliance on farmers. 
● Obstacles Ahead in the Process

○ Politicking and the 2024 Elections 
○ Budget Realities and Congressional Budget Office Scoring re CCC
○ Redlines re Conservation and Nutrition Dollars 

■ Climate Smart Guardrails 
■ SNAP

○ The Legislative Calendar (in the 118th and 119th Congress)

NAWG Farm Bill Priorities and Obstacles Ahead
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How can we advance 
wheat fiber via policy? 
• A future farm bill may provide an 

opportunity

• A concept could be to look at providing 

funding for increased-fiber certified 

wheat seed

• It would be a novel concept, but not 

without a legislative president 



How has legislation 
incentivized healthy 
food? 
• SNAP healthy incentives 

• Bonus Incentives / Double-up Food 

Bucks 

• Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 

• Others? 







Where could it live in a farm bill? 



Bonus Incentives/Double-Up Food Bucks
Provide matching dollars in the form of tokens or paper coupons to SNAP customers for 
purchases of fruits and vegetables.

Increase SNAP customers’ purchasing power so that they can afford to buy more fruits, 
vegetables and other healthy foods at the market.

These projects are usually funded by private foundations, non-profit organizations, or local 
government entities.



Prospects and Process

● Farm Bill Resources – current 10-year CBO 
outlook is $1.36 trillion 

● Ability to coalition build
○ Nutrition groups 
○ Health community 
○ Other commodity organizations 

● Identifying lawmakers to champion such a 
proposal

● What is the interplay between existing 
incentive programs

● Thinking through implementation process 
within USDA
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Policymaking at NAWG 

● Farm Bill Implementation 
○ Working with RMA, FSA, NRCS (and others) to implement legislative and 

regulatory changes 
○ Some changes may require a public comment period, and others may 

be more easily implemented
● Working to Identify Future Farm Bill Priorities 

○ NAWG’s policy committees will evaluate the effectiveness of the current 
farm bill 

○ Survey wheat growers on the effectiveness of the farm bill and what the 
needs are in wheat country 

○ Conduct policy reviews and studies as needed
○ The policy committees will put proposals to the full board for 

consideration
○ The board will collectively identify the top priorities for the organization

● Present the Policy Priorities to the Four Corners of the Ag Committee
○ Written and in-person meetings 
○ Testifying before the committees 
○ Building board coalitions and/or identifying legislative champions 

NAWG Process for Identifying Farm Bill Priorities
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Upcoming 
Meetings

• NAWG/USW Fall Conference from 

November 12-14, Phoenix, AZ

• NAWG Annual Conference/USW 

Winter Meeting from January 13-15, 

Washington, DC

• Commodity Classic from March 2-4

• NWIC Hill Days in mid-March



Questions and 
Discussion 

Twitter @WheatWorld

Instagram @WheatGrowers

LinkdIn

Facebook @WheatWorld



Source: USDA/ERS Costs of Production (Weighted Average of Corn, Cotton, Peanuts, Rice, Sorghum, Soybeans, and Wheat)

Available at https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/commodity-costs-and-returns.aspx

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/commodity-costs-and-returns.aspx


Net Revenue = Total Revenue – Total Costs for Corn, Cotton, Peanuts, Rice, Sorghum, Soybeans, and Wheat 

Total Revenue = (USDA/NASS MYA Price * USDA/NASS Production) + ARC/PLC Payments + MLG/LDP Payments + Net Crop Insurance Indemnities
Total Costs = USDA/ERS Costs of Production * USDA/NASS Harvested Acres



“The commodity, crop 
insurance, and trade 
programs play an important 
role in preserving rural 
economies, keeping food 
supplies stable, and keeping 
farmers on their family 
land”

— Brent Cheyne 



Policy Issues

● The timing and consequences of the farm bill expiring vary by program across 
the breadth of the act. 

● Congress can either pass another extension of the 2018 Farm Bill or enact a new 
long-term farm bill during the lame duck work session. 

● There are two new principal expiration dates: September 30, 2024, and 
December 31, 2024. 

● Some programs, such as crop insurance, are permanently authorized, do not 
expire, and would not be affected by farm bill expiration

● For the commodity programs (ARC/PLC) that expire after the 2024 crop year, 
the consequences of expiration begin on January 1, 2025, when inactive and 
outdated laws—commonly called “permanent law”—would be restored when 
its marketing year begins. 

● Some programs had their expiration dates extended beyond the expiration of 
the farm bill by the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, extended some—but not 
all—conservation programs through FY2031. 

● Enrollments in the Conservation Reserve Program will end but exiting 
contract holders will continue to receive payments.

● For programs with a fiscal year authorization that are funded with discretionary 
appropriations (US Wheat and Barley Scab Initiative) an appropriations act or 
continuing resolution could allow operations to continue. 

Laps in the 2018 Farm Bill – what it means for growers
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Policy Issues and The Farm Bill 
Title I – Commodity Title 


